DANTE G. ROSSETTI AND E. SIDDAL

laudanum bottle. Four doctors did all there was to
be done, but in vain, and at twenty minutes past
seven the following morning she died.

Realizing what a tragic significance that moment
of Elizabeth Rossetti's death was to have for
future time, it is strange to read the contemporary
newspaper account of it as given in Mr. W. M.
Rossetti's memoir. It is evident that Rossetti's was
still an unknown name to the public at large. Little
did the reporter realize what sacred, historical
material he was dealing with when, as part of his
day's work, he thus wrote of the " Death of a Lady
from an Overdose of Laudanum ": " On Thursday
Dr. Payne held an inquest at Bridewell Hospital on
the body of Eliza Eleanor Rossetti, aged twenty-
nine, wife of Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Artist, of No.
14 Chatham Place, Blackfriars, who came to her
death under very melancholy circumstances. Mr.
Rossetti stated that on Monday afternoon, between
six and seven o'clock, he and his wife went out. in
the carriage for the purpose of dining with a friend
at the Sabloniere Hotel, Leicester Square, when
they had got about half-way there his wife appeared
to be very drowsy, and he wished her to return. She
objected to their doing so, and they proceeded to
the hotel, and dined there. They returned home
at eight o'clock, when she appeared somewhat
excited. He left home again at nine o'clock, his
wife being then about to go to bed. On his return
at half-past eleven o'clock he found his wife in bed,
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